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DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING 
THE DRDP 
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•  DRDP-PS: Infancy to Kindergarten Entry 

•  DRDP-K: Children who have entered kindergarten 

 Introduction to the DRDP 

• The DRDP is designed 
for teachers to observe, 
document, and reflect on 
the learning, 
development, and 
progress of all children. 
The assessment results 
are intended to be used 
by the teacher to plan 
curriculum for individual 
children and groups of 
children and to guide 
continuous program 
improvement.  
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The DRDP was developed by the: 
• California Department of Education, Child 
Development Division  

• WestEd Center for Child and Family Studies 
•  Aligned the instruments and developed new measures 

• University of California, Berkeley Evaluation 
and Assessment Research Center (BEAR) 
•  Also, aligned the instruments and developed new measures 
•  Provided overall direction for the study and summarized the data 

• With valuable input from teachers and directors 
who participated in the research study 
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Definitions of Terms in the Navigation Maps  
•  Developmental Domain: A crucial area of learning and development for children.  
•  Measure: The developmental continuum along which a child’s observed behavior is 

assessed. Measures are the individual assessment items in the DRDP.   
•  Full Continuum Measure: Describe development from early infancy to early 

kindergarten.  
•  Early Development Measure: Describe development that typically occurs in infant/

toddler and early preschool years.  
•  Later Development Measure: Describes developmental that typically occurs in the 

preschool years and early kindergarten.  
•  Definition: Specifies the aspects of development to be observed.  
•  Developmental Level: A point along a developmental progression for a particular 

measure that ranges from earlier to later levels of development.  
•  Descriptor: A description that defines the behaviors that would be observed for a child 

at that developmental level.  
•  Example: Specific behaviors you might see that would demonstrate that a child has 

reached mastery of a particular developmental level. (Anecdotes, Running Records, 
Checklists, Rating Scales, and Visual Documentation.)  
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Developmental Domain 
• A crucial area of learning and development for children.  
•  The DRDP (2015) is made up of eight domains. The focus 

of each domain is on the acquisition of knowledge, skills, 
or behaviors that reflect each domain’s developmental 
constructs.  
•  ATL-REG: Approaches to Learning-Self-Regulation 
•  SED: Social and Development 
•  LLD: Language and Literacy Development 
•  ELD: English-Language Development 
•  COG: Cognition, Including Math and Science 
•  PD-HLTH: Physical Development-Health 
•  HSS: History-Social Science 
•  VPA: Visual and Performing Arts 
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Measure 

• The developmental continuum along which a child’s 
observed behavior is assessed. Measures are the 
individual assessment items in the DRDP.   

• The levels for each DRDP (2015) measure describe a 
developmental continuum, ranging from earlier developing 
to later developing competencies. The DRDP (2015) 
includes three types of continua:  
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•  Full Continuum Measure: Describe development from early infancy to 
early kindergarten. Consist of 7-9 levels that describe development from 
early infancy up to kindergarten entry.  
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•  Early Development Measure: Describe development that typically 
occurs in infant/toddler and early preschool years. Consist of 5-6 levels 
that describe development that typically occurs from early infancy 
through early preschool ages.  
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•  Later Development Measure: Describes developmental that typically 
occurs in the preschool years and early kindergarten. Consist of 6 
levels that describe development that typically occurs from early 
preschool ages up to kindergarten entry.  
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Definition: Specifies the aspects of development to be observed.  
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Definition 

Developmental Levels  
• A point along a developmental progression for a particular 

measure that ranges from earlier to later levels of 
development.  

• The number of levels in a measure varies depending on 
the competencies that are appropriate for that measure’s 
developmental continuum. The levels are organized under 
four categories that reflect a developmental continuum 
from early infancy up to kindergarten entry: responding, 
exploring, building, and integrating. The full-range of 
developmental levels on the DRDP (2015) includes the 
following:  
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Developmental 
Level 

Responding (Earlier, Later)  
• Knowledge, skills, or behaviors that develop from basic 

responses (through using senses and through actions) to 
differentiated responses. Children generally engage in 
back-and-forth interactions with familiar adults and 
communicate through nonverbal messages.  
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Exploring (Earlier, Middle, Later)  
• Knowledge, skills, or behaviors that include active 

exploration including purposeful movement, purposeful 
exploration and manipulation of objects, purposeful 
communication, and the beginnings of cooperation with 
adults and peers. Children generally begin this period by 
using nonverbal means to communicate and, over time, 
grow in their ability to communicate verbally or use other 
conventionalized forms of language.  
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Exploring 

Building (Earlier, Middle, Later)  
• Knowledge, skills, or behaviors that demonstrate growing 

understanding of how people and objects relate to one 
another, how to investigate ideas, and how things work. 
Children use language to express thoughts and feelings, 
to learn specific early literacy and numeracy skills, and to 
increasingly participate in small group interactions and 
cooperative activities with others.  
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Building 

Integrating (Earlier)  
• Knowledge, skills, or behaviors that demonstrate the 

ability to connect and combine strategies in order to 
express complex thoughts and feelings, solve multi-step 
problems, and participate in a wide range of activities that 
involve social-emotional, self-regulatory, cognitive, 
linguistic, and physical skills.  
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Integrating 
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Descriptor & Example 

• Descriptor: A description that defines the 
behaviors that would be observed for a child at 
that developmental level.  

• Example: Specific behaviors you might see that 
would demonstrate that a child has reached 
mastery of a particular developmental level.  
•  Two of the following items must be attached to each measure: 

Anecdote, Running Record, Checklist, Rating Scale, and/or Visual 
Documentation. 
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Descriptor 

Example 

Completing the Information Page 
• Complete the Child Information section  

1.  Write the child’s first and do not include last name.  
2.  Leave blank unless child has a Statewide Student ID 
3.  Write the name or room number of the child’s classroom.  
4.  Write the child’s birth date as mm/dd/yyyy (use this date format 

throughout).  
5.  Checkmark the child’s gender. 
6.  Write the date of the child’s first day of enrollment in the 

program.  
•  If there are multiple dates, write the earliest one.  

7.  Checkmark the child’s ethnicity. 
8.  Indicate if the child has or does not have an Individualized 

Education Program (IEP).  
•  If the child has an IEP, for this assignment, select a different child.  
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Completing the Information Page 
• Complete the Assessor Information section  

9.  Write the name of the school the child attends.  
10. Write your name  

• Circle “Primary Teacher” 
11.  Checkmark the correct answer 
12. Write the child’s home language 

• Checkmark the correct answer 
13. Write the language you speak with the child 
14. Checkmark the correct answer 
15. Checkmark the correct answer 
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Information Page 
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Completing the DRDP Information Page 
1.  Write the child’s first 
2.  Leave blank (No last name are given for this assignment) 
3.  Write the date DRDP was completed (mm/dd/yyyy)  
4.  Leave blank unless child has a Student ID number 
5.  Leave blank unless child has a Statewide Student ID 
6.  Checkmark the child’s gender. 
7.  Write the child’s birth date as mm/dd/yyyy  
8.  Leave blank (If the child has an IEP, for this assignment, select a 

different child.) 
9.  Checkmark the child’s home language. 
10.  Checkmark the language used with child. 
11.  Checkmark the answer. 
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Completing the DRDP Information Page 
12.  Checkmark the child’s ethnicity 
13.  Leave blank (If the child has a special need, for this assignment, 

select a different child.) 
14.  Leave blank  
15.  Leave blank  
16.  Leave blank  
17.  Write your name 
18.  Checkmark “Other” and write ‘Primary Teacher’ 
19.  Checkmark the correct answer 
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Information Page 
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Steps to Completing the DRDP(2015) 
Step 1: Observation and Documentation  
 
• Two of the following items must be attached to each 

measure: Anecdote, Running Record, Checklist, Rating 
Scale, and/or Visual Documentation. 

• Observations should occur over time, in typical settings:  
•  In the child’s typical program or settings such as preschool 

classrooms, home, or child care;  
•  As the child interacts in familiar environments and routines with 

people he or she knows; and  
•  As the child engages in typical activities and routines.  
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Steps to Completing the DRDP(2015) 
Step 2: Rating the Measures 
• For each of the measures, determine the latest 

developmental level the child has mastered, and mark it 
appropriately. 

• Consider the descriptors and then the examples to 
determine which developmental level is most consistent 
with your observations and other documentation of the 
child’s typical behavior. A child may demonstrate 
behaviors at more than one developmental level. Choose 
the level that most closely represents the knowledge, 
skills, or behaviors the child is demonstrating most 
consistently. 
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Steps to Completing the DRDP(2015) 
Step 2: Rating the Measures 
• Additional Rating Options:  
• Emerging to the Next Developmental Level:  

•  If your observations indicate that the child has demonstrated 
mastery for a developmental level and is also beginning to 
demonstrate knowledge, skills, or behaviors described for the next 
level (although not yet consistently across situations or settings), 
the child may be emerging to the next level.  

• To indicate emerging:  
•  First, mark the developmental level the child has mastered.  
•  Then, mark “emerging” if the child also demonstrates behaviors 

described for the next developmental level.  
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Steps to Completing the DRDP(2015) 
Step 3: Finalize the Assessment  
 
• To finalize, simply review the assessment to make sure 

that:  
•  You have entered a level rating for all measures of the DRDP  
•  You have attached two proofs of evidence, per measure 
•  The Information Page is complete 
•  Complete the Rating Record 
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Rating Record  
• Fill out the information at the top of the Rating Record.  
• For each of the 8 measures assigned, mark the column of 

the corresponding developmental level the child has 
mastered.  
•  If a child has not mastered the first level of the developmental 

continuum for a measure, mark the column labeled “Not yet at first 
level.” (For this assignment, choose a different measure) 

• The rating record will go in front of the 8 measures with 
corresponding two evidences for each measure.  
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Completing the Assessment 
•  There are 56 measures. 

•  Choose one measure from each of the domain represents 
•  Fill in the bubble that corresponds to the developmental level the child has 

mastered at the time of the assessment.  
•  Consider the descriptors and examples to determine the child’s level of mastery.  
•  The descriptors describe observable behaviors for the developmental level.  
•  The examples provide a sample of possible behaviors you might observe for 

each developmental level.  
•  A level is mastered if the child typically demonstrates the behaviors in that 

level’s descriptor. Behaviors are considered typical if the child 
demonstrates them:  
•  Easily and confidently 
•  Consistently over time   
•  In different settings  

•  In the rare circumstance you are unable to rate a measure, choose a 
different measure in that domain.  
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Language and Literacy Development (LLD) 
and English Language Development (ELD) 
measures  
• For children who speak English at home, complete the 

LLD measures and do not complete the ELD measures. 
• For children who are dual language learners, complete 

both the LLD and ELD measures.  
•  The teacher who completes the assessment for a child who is a 

dual language learner should speak the child’s home language.  

• To determine whether and how the LLD and ELD 
measures are to be completed for a child, answer the 
following question. Then follow the directions beneath the 
YES or NO arrow 
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How to get a copy of the DRDP? 
• Go to the Classroom Leadership Class Page: 

•  http://www.montessoritrainingusa.com/credential-course/
classes/ec-classroom-leadership  
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