
 

 
Montessori Ground Rules 

 
 

Child’s Rights 
 

 
Child’s Responsibilities 

 
The child is free to use any material 
displayed in the environment 

 
The child must use the material 
respectfully. The child may not use it in 
a way that disturbs others.  
 

 
The child may work at a table or on a 
rug; whichever is suitable to the work 
chosen.  
 

 
The child may not use the material at, 
or on a display shelf as his presence 
there would obstruct access to the 
other materials.  
 

 
The child is free to use the room as his 
/ her needs dictate. 
 

 
The child restores the environment 
after an exercise and returns the 
material to the appropriate spot on the 
shelf.  
 

 
The child has the right to work 
undistracted by others. He / she may 
initiate, complete, or repeat an exercise 
alone and without a break in his / he 
concentration.  
 

 
No child touches the material of 
another without an invitation to do so. 
No child is allowed to interfere with 
another’s learning cycle. If the child 
must leave the activity temporarily, he / 
she can continue later, confident it will 
be as it was left when he / she returns.  
 

 
The child need not join a group activity. 
He / she may continue his / her activity 
individually or he / she may stand apart 
as an observer.  
 

 
The child is not allowed to interfere or 
disrupt an activity he / she has chosen 
not to join; this is his / her responsibility 
to the group.  

 
The child may work alone. 
 

 
The child is not forced to share 
activities. With adequate material and 
supportive ground rules, sharing comes 
naturally where it is appropriate. 
 

 
The child is free to sit or move around 
quietly. He / she may be observing or 
thinking, or he / she may simply be 
relaxing.  
 

 
The child is not allowed to disturb or to 
distract others.  
 

 


